
Putting The òIó In IEP

Preparing for Life After High School 



During the 
presentationé

Å Jot down questions for later

Å Pop questions into the chat box

Å REMEMBER: This is all general 

information. We cannot speak 

to individualized, student 

specific concerns today. 



Mission

The Methacton School District, with its 

strong tradition of excellence, will challenge 

all students to achieve their greatest 

potential and create a vibrant community of 

learners who appreciate diversity and will 

lead and succeed in a dynamic global 

society.

Learn, Lead, Succeed ñTogether



What We All Know 

The Closing Of One Chapter, The Beginning of A New One 



Our Staff

Students 

Parents

General and Special Education Teachers

Building Principals

Transition Coordinator 

School Counselors and a K-12 Career Counselor

Related Service Providers

District Administrators (Pupil Services, Curriculum, Special Education, etc.)

North Montco Technical Career Center Personnel 

Montgomery County Intermediate Unit

Community Personnel 



Quick Facts About 
Methacton High 

School 

ÅNumber of Rigorous Courses - 23

ÅHigh School Graduate Rate ð93.6% (4 year) 97.4% (5 

year) Students with Disabilities (85%)

ÅCareer Standards Benchmark - 98.1% of Our Students 

Exceed Performance ( Statewide Average is  86.2% )

Å95.8% of Students With Disabilities Meet The Career 

Standards Benchmark

Å36% of Students With Disabilities Participate in Industry 

Based Learning

Å2.9% of Students With Disabilities Score Advanced on 

Industry Based Learning Assessments (State Average is 

1.9%). 

PA School Profile



Quick Facts About
Methacton High 

School 

Students with Disabilities Upon Graduation: 

ÅPost Secondary Education and Training -62%

ÅEnlisted in The Military ð12%

Å Workforce ð26% (Approximate ðInsufficient 

Sample Data Across All Subgroups



CareerReadyPA
Learners across the state will be 

prepared for meaningful 

engagement in postsecondary 

education, in workforce training, 

in career pathways, and as 

responsible, involved citizens.



Secondary 
Transition: 

ESSA
PA 339
IDEA 



High School 
Courses

ÅAcademic classes

ÅAdvance Placement/Honors Courses

ÅArts

ÅBusiness

ÅComputers/Technology/Business

ÅCareer and Technical Educational Education

ÅDrivers Education

ÅFamily Consumer Science

ÅSpecial Programs (Dual Enrollment, Community Service, 

Mentorship, Work Study)



Driverõs 
Education
Classes 

Classroom semester 1(age 16 prior to Feb. 14 of school 

year)

Classroom semester 2 (age 16 after Feb. 14 of school 

year) Offered in grades 9*-12   .25 credits

Class meets 3 periods per cycle, 1 semester

Requirement: Highly recommended in grade 10, 

*available to older students in grade 9 that will apply for 

permits while in 9th grade.



Academic 
Standards for 
Career and 
Work

ÅChapter 4 of Title 22 of the State 

Board of Education Regulations of 

Required Education for ALL Students

ÅDescribe what students should know 

and be able to do across grade levels 

to build a solid foundation in Career 

Education and Work



Regular Education Initiatives
Chapter 339 Plan 

A written plan on file, approved by 
the board of school directors, for 

the development and 
implementation of a 

comprehensive, sequential 
program of counseling services for 

all students in grades 
kindergarten through 12th grade.

The 339 Plan addresses three 
counseling domains: Academic, 

Career and Personal/Social.

It is a working document that 
provides the framework for 

ensuring our students experience 
success in school while preparing 

them to lead fulfilling, post 
graduate lives as responsible 

members of society.

The 339 Plan is aligned to the PA 
Career Education and Work 

Standards. 

The 339 Plan must include 
procedures to provide for 

guidance services to Career and 
Technical Centers (CTC).

The 339 Plan is reviewed annually 
and goals are updated.



Chapter 339 Plan

Components of  career and college 

readiness  begins in kindergarten 

and continues until graduation or 

when a student exits special 

education. 

For each grade level, there is an 

action plan of identified goals and 

objectives as it relates to the 

general education curriculum.



Grade 6
Sample Activities

ÅIntroduction to Naviance

ÅGoal setting lesson with a smart goal added 

to Naviance

ÅLesson on employability skills

ÅResume - first electronic resume completed 

in Naviance

ÅCareer Day participation and reflection

ÅCareer research and informative slideshow 

on a chosen career



Grade 7 and 8 
Sample Activities

ÅCareer Key assessment

ÅGetting a Job lesson

ÅSTEAM Day participation and 

reflection

ÅJob Shadow and presentation 

uploaded to Naviance

ÅGame Creation and fundraising 

presentation

ÅChild Development lab reflection



High School 
Sample
Activities 

ÅPSAT Day

ÅSpirit Week

ÅJunior Achievement Career Fair 

ÅNaviance

ÅBusiness Leaders

ÅProgram Planning

ÅCollege Board

ÅCover Letter, Resume, Applications

ÅBusiness Partnerships

ÅTeacher in the Workplace 



What Is Secondary Transition? 

òa coordinated set of activities for a child with a disability that is 

designed within a result-oriented process, that is focused on 

improving the academic and functional achievement of the child 

with a disability to facilitate the childõs movement from school to 

post-school activities, including post-secondary education, 

vocational education, integrated employment (including supported 

employment), continuing and adult education, adult services, 

independent living, or community participation.ó



The 
Transition 
Process 

Student-
Centered

Coordinated 
Effort

Results 
Orientated 



What Does 
Secondary 
Transition 
Planning 
Accomplish 

Makes education/training, 
employment and 
independent living accessible 
to students with disabilities

Helps students/families think 
about the future and jointly 
plan with school and 
supporting agencies



Planning For 
Transition 
Services 
Beginsé

Transition services 

must be addressed in 

the IEP of the student 

in the year in which 

the student turns 14 

years of age.



Assessment isé.

ÅA process of gathering relevant information to 

plan, evaluate, or make decisions (academic 

assessment, transition assessment, career 

and vocational assessment).

ÅInformation gathered from multiple people and 

places over time. 

ÅDifferent for every student



Understanding Assessment é. 

Even with the best plans...

Å Lives change

Å Plans change with time.

Å Assessment is an on-going process



Areas of Assessment 

ACADEMIC SKILLS (READING, 
WRITING, MATH)

LIFE SKILLS (SELF-
SUFFICIENCY, BANKING, 
MONEY MANAGEMENT, 

TRANSPORTATION)

VOCATIONAL SKILLS (CAREER 
READINESS, JOB ANALYSIS, 

ENVIRONMENTAL, SKILL 
PERFORMANCE)

NON-COGNITIVE SKILLS (SELF-
DETERMINATION, 

PERSISTENCE, SELF-EFFICACY, 
PROBLEM-SOLVING)



Types of Assessments 

ÅFormal

ÅInformal  

ÅAcademic Achievement

ÅFunctional Performance

ÅSelf-Determination

ÅValues

ÅInterests & Preferences

ÅLearning Style Preferences

ÅTemperaments, Personality & Worker Styles

ÅAptitudes & Abilities

ÅSkills & Transferable Skills



Assessment Helps a Student Answeré

ÅWhat are my unique talents and interests?

ÅWhat do I want in life, now and in the future?

ÅWhat are some of lifeõs demands that I can 

meet now?

ÅWhat are the main barriers to getting what I 

want from school and my community?

ÅWhat are my options in the school and 

community for preparing me for what I want 

to do, now and in the future?



Students are Involved in Transition 
Assessment byé

ÅDeveloping an understanding of their 

disability, including its impact on learning, 

living, and employment 

ÅDiscussing their strengths, abilities, and 

needs for a long-range vision for their life.

ÅDiscussing effective studying, test-taking, 

time management, and social skill 

strategies

ÅUnderstanding personal information, such 

as school and medical records



How Families Become Involved in
Their Childõs Transition Planning

What are my childõs 
strengths?

What is my child 
interested in doing 

now and in the 
future?

What is my child good 
at doing?

In what areas does 
my child struggle?

What are my childõs 
academic, 

employment, and 
independent living 

goals?

What is the gap 
between what my 

child wants to do and 
how he or she 

currently functions?



Planning For Post -Secondary

ÅCollege and Career Readiness

ÅMiddle School Courses of Studies

ÅHigh School Courses of Studies  

ÅNorth MontcoPrograms

ÅTransition Planning ðIndividualized 

Educational Program

ÅMontgomery County Community College 

ÅMCIU Program 



What Are Post -
Secondary 
Goals?

Å Based on age-appropriate transition assessment 
(interests, preferences, skills and abilities)

Å Not the same as IEP measurable annual goals or 
events occurring in High School

Å Statements that reflect what the student plans to 
do AFTERHigh School in each of the three areas:

*Post-Secondary Education/Training

*Employment

*Independent Living



Postsecondary Education Goals 


